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THE REMOYAL OF McCLELlM. 



Gbneeal McOlellan was removed from the command of the 
Army of the Potomac on the 5th of November, 1862. The original 
of the order for his removal is herewith reproduced. It is, through- 
out, in the handwriting of President Lincoln. It is a paper that 
will be examined with interest. 
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THE REMOVAL OF MCCLELLAN. 453 

The limits of the discretion committed to General Halleck 
will also be critically noted, as contrasted with his action based on 
the order. 

So far as the question of time is concerned, that discretion was 
promptly exercised. The order of the Secretary of War for the 
removal of General McClellan bears the same date as the Presi- 
dent's order. But, excepting in the removal of General McClellan 
and the assignment of General Burnside as his successor, the order 
did not follow the President's directions. 

The General Order issued in pursuance of the President's order 
is as follows : 

General Orders, War Department, Adjt.-Gen.'s Office, ) 

No. 182. Washington, November 5, 1862. J 

By direction of the President of the United States, it is ordered that 
Major-General McClellan be relieved from the command of the Army of the 
Potomac, and that Major-General Burnside take the command of that army. 
By order of the Secretary of War, 

E. D. Townsbnd, Assistant Adjutant-General. 

This order was sent to General McClellan inclosed in the 
following letter: 

Headquarters of the Army, 

Washington, November 5, 1862. 
Major-General McClellan, Commanding, etc. : 

General: On receipt of the order of the President, sent herewith, you will 
immediately turn over your command to Major-General Burnside, and repair 
to Trenton, N. J., reporting, on your arrival at that place, by telegraph, for 
further orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. Halleck, General-in-Chief. 



